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1. Eels: The Great Migration
 to the Sargasso Sea



4. Fill in the gaps in sentences

1.  
The glow

 of the m
oon shines out through the clouds like _____________ behind a   

 
curtain.

2.  
O

n a dark, w
et night in ______________, the eels ___________ that it has becom

e  

 
cold enough for them

 to start their great ________________.

3.  
Eels sw

im
 over 5000 _______________________ to reach the Sargasso Sea.

4.  
They have given life to the next __________________ of eels.



5. M
atching beginnings and endings of sentences 

(copy and cut each section of the sentences) 

1. The eels that have lived in lakes, stream
s 

or rivers for years,
                                 

the bodies of the eels change so that they 
can m

ake their huge journey.

2. A
s the eels start their great m

igration 
journey,                                             

before they arrive back in Europe and the 
UK.

3. O
nce they arrive at the sea,                                    

often for 10-12 years, are big enough to 
start the great m

igration.

4. These tiny eels, called elvers, drift in 
ocean currents for nearly a year                   

they leave their ponds and stream
s.

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 



6. Put the sentences in the correct sequence

1. 
M

illions of eels gather in the Sargasso Sea. The great m
igration has lasted around  

 
140 days. 

2. 
O

n a dark, w
et night in autum

n, the eels sense that it has becom
e cold enough for  

 
them

 to start their great m
igration.

3. 
A

s the eels start their great m
igration journey, they leave their ponds and stream

s.

4. 
Their eyes becom

e m
uch bigger and their bodies adapt so that they can live in salty  

 
seaw

ater. 

5. 
A

s the eels sw
im

 into the A
tlantic O

cean, they sw
im

 in ocean currents that w
ill help  

 
to carry them

 across the 5000 kilom
etres of w

ater to arrive at the Sargasso Sea.



2. The Great Migrating 
Herds of the 

African Savannah



4. Fill in the gaps in sentences

1.      The savannah is a _________________  area of the A
frican plains that is covered in  

        grasses and low
 _____________.

2. 
A

s they m
igrate across the ______________ of A

frica, the anim
als bring  

          __________________ to the land. 

3.  
The huge herds of w

ildebeest ________________ the savannah. 
          

4.  
A

n antelope looks around, a zebra pricks up its ears to ______________, a lion  
 

 
_________________, stands up and takes a few

 lazy steps tow
ards its pride.



5. M
atching beginnings and endings of sentences 

(copy and cut each section of the sentences) 

1. The first of the herds to begin the 
m

igration journey
           

m
igrate back to w

here their great 
m

igration jouney began m
onths ago.

2. These great m
igration journeys                                                          

is the zebra herd.

3. The huge herds, the old generation and 
the new

 generation, 
zebras graze on the dry, tough stalks of the 
grasses.

4. A
s they m

ove across the dry savannah, 
lured tow

ards the rain,                                     
cover a circuit of over 3000 kilom

etres 
every year.

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 



6. Put the sentences in the correct sequence

1.  
A

s they m
ove across the dry savannah tow

ards the rain, zebras graze on the dry,  
 

tough stalks of the grasses. 

2.        Follow
ing the zebras, m

assive herds of w
ildebeest start their m

igration.    

3. 
The final herds of anim

als to join the m
igration across the savannah are the 

          antelopes.

4.       W
ildebeest need this nutritious grass before they give birth to their calves.

5. 
O

nce the rains have passed, the grasses dry up again. The huge herds, the old 
          generation and the new

 generation, m
igrate back to w

here their great m
igration  

 
journey began m

onths ago.



3. Painted Ladies: 
  The Migration of 
 Summer Colour 



4. Fill in the gaps in sentences

1.  
Every year ___________________ of Painted Lady butterflies arrive in G

reat Britain.

2.  
They ________________ back to the land w

here their _______________ and 
 

grandparents set off from
 in M

arch. 

3.  
Their ___________w

ings are not just pretty; they are ______________.

4.  
W

hen this happens, large sw
arm

s of __________________ gather and fly up into the  

 
w

in



5. M
atching beginnings and endings of sentences 

(copy and cut each section of the sentences) 

1. O
n a patch on nettles in N

orfolk
to m

ake sure there is enough food for 
their next generation.

2. These distinctive butterflies are easy to see 
in sum

m
er gardens and fields 

                                        

for about tw
o w

eeks.

3. Like all other anim
als that m

igrate, the 
Painted Lady butterflies m

igrate across huge 
distances   
                

a pair of colourful w
ings open and close, 

resting in the sun.   

4. They hang very still in their silk pupa tents                    
because of their colourful w

ings. 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 



6. Put the sentences in the correct sequence

1. 
The butterflies that arrive in G

reat Britain in sum
m

er im
m

ediately start feeding on  
 

the nectar that is available in the sum
m

er flow
ers.

2. 
A

 single butterfly hatches from
 each pupa. 

3. 
The caterpillars eat and grow

 quickly. 

4. 
The fem

ales lay the eggs one at a tim
e, usually laying each egg on its ow

n leaf.

5. 
W

hen the caterpillars are old enough, usually after 2 w
eeks, they spin a silk covering  

 
like a tent around them

selves and turn into a pupa. They hang very still in their silk  
 

pupa  tents for about tw
o w

eeks.



4. The Humpback 
   Whale Migration 



4. Fill in the gaps in sentences

1.  
There w

as only one sm
all knife on the boat, but the three m

en began 
 

to ________________cut through the fishing net that had trapped the w
hale. 

 2.  
Every year _________________w

hales ________________________along the w
est   

 
coast of A

m
erica from

 A
laska to C

alifornia and M
exico.

 
 

3. 
Like m

any anim
als that __________________________, hum

pback w
hales use the 

 
angle of the sun and the ________________of stars to know

 that they are on the   
 

right route w
hen they are m

igrating.

4. 
They have a __________________ m

aterial in their heads that acts like a built-in  
 

 
________________or even a Sat-N

av.



5. M
atching beginnings and endings of sentences 

(copy and cut each section of the sentences) 

1.  Hum
pback w

hales constantly call to other 
w

hales that are also m
igrating

have discovered that these w
hales have 

an extraordinary ability to sw
im

 in straight 
lines.

2. A
fter m

onths of feasting, the w
hales have 

thick layers of blubber—
                      

and it lets w
hales know

 if they are sw
im

m
ing 

in the right direction. 

3. This m
aterial is called m

agnetite                                          
to know

 that they are heading in the right 
direction.

4. Scientists have carefully studied the 
m

igration of hum
pback w

hales and                 
the fat that w

ill give them
 energy for the 

long m
igration. 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 



6. Put the sentences in the correct sequence

1. 
A

s the A
rctic w

inter closes in, the w
hales head south to the w

arm
 ocean w

ater off  
 

the coast of M
exico.

2. 
In the w

ater off the coast of M
exico, the w

hales give birth to baby w
hales.

3. 
They feast in the cold A

rctic w
ater over the m

onths of spring, sum
m

er and autum
n.

4. 
These w

hales m
ay sw

im
 up to 10,000 kilom

etres in a year in one of the longest 
 

m
igrations of anim

al on earth.

5. 
A

fter m
onths of feasting, the w

hales have thick layers of blubber—
the fat that w

ill  
 

give them
 energy for the long m

igration.



5. Swanfall



4. Fill in the gaps in sentences

1.   
“They use the ______________ of the sun to know

 the _________________ they  
 

 
should be flying in, but because they fly at night, they also seem

 to use the stars to  
 

know
 w

hat direction to fly in.”

2.    
“I never knew

 that som
e birds ____________________ m

igrate to the UK in w
inter,” I  

 
said.

 
 

3.     
“But _____________________ they start, they eat a lot of food so they have  

 
 

 _________________________ for the flight.”

4.    
“There’s __________________ of food for them

 and it’s quite w
arm

 for them
, 

           __________________________ it or not.”



5. M
atching beginnings and endings of sentences 

(copy and cut each section of the sentences) 

1. “W
hen the w

inter com
es and it starts to 

snow
,                                

m
ake air currents that help to pull along 

the sw
ans flying behind them

. 

2. “You can look up into the sky and see 
heaps of sw

ans                                           
and count how

 m
any I could see in one 

hour every day.

3. “I had even tried to be a Springw
atch  

scientist                             
the sw

ans can’t get any food, so they com
e 

south for the w
inter.”

4. The sw
ans at the front                      

sw
ooping out of the sky, com

ing in to land.”

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 



6. Put the sentences in the correct sequence

1. 
“W

ild sw
ans  live w

ay up north near the A
rctic in sum

m
er.”

2. 
“It’s a great day w

hen the sw
ans arrive,” said D

ad. “Sw
anfall is w

hat it’s called.”

3. 
“But it’s going to be w

inter soon. W
hy w

ould sw
ans and geese be com

ing here w
hen  

 
it’s going to be cold and dark?”

4. 
“D

on’t w
orry,” said M

um
, w

hen I told her that I hadn’t seen any sw
allow

s for three  
 

days. “The sw
allow

s are m
igrating south to A

frica for the w
inter.” 

5. 
“A

nd,” M
um

 added, “w
hen the sw

ans fly together, they fly in a V-shape form
ation.”


